Awrangzeb was: the last of the powerlul Mughal rulers. He
eiablisherd cottirol over a very large part of the'fe nimn
that Is now knowt as lndia. After his death 1n 1707,
many Mughal governors (subadars) and bl ;.tamim!iar:‘-
began asserting their authority and esiablishing reglonad
kingdoms, As powerful reglonal kingdoms emerged In
various parts of Indiz. Delhi could no longer funcoiion: as
an elffective centre.

By the second half of the elghieenth ceniury,
however., a new power was emerging on the political
horizron = the British. Did vou know that the Hritish
origlnally catne as a sinall trading company and were
reluctant to acqulre territories? How then did they comie
to be masters of 3 vast emplire? In this chapter vou will
see how this came aboul,

Fest Fogg-25

Fig. 1 — Bahovdnr Shurh Zafur
and his spms being amesiond by
Captain Hodson

Afrer Anmmnezeh there wns no
poaceriiunl Mughal muler, b
Mughal empetors cofitmtied o
b symbolically jmporori 0
fact. when n massive rebelllon
agalns| Hritzh nile broke out o
1857, Bahiulur Shah Zafar, the
Nhughal pmiperor ot the tnee, was
S8 Ak the nammml leaoer Cnc
the revalt was pul dovm syt
company, Balmidur Shah Zafur
wars foroed to have the kingdem,
and his spms wers shot, in

orded Ll



Fig. 2 - Routes to indiz in the
clghisenth ootitury

‘Mercantile - A business
enterprise that makes
[profit primarily through
trade. buying goods

‘cheap and selling them at

higher prices 7
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East India Company

Comes East

In 16800, the East India
Company acguired a charter
from the ruler 'of England,
Queen Elizabeth |, granting
it the sole right to trade with
the East. This meant that
no other trading group in
England vould compete with
the East India Company. Wit
this charter, the Company
could venture across the
oeeans, looking for new lands
from which it could buy goods
at a cheap price. and carry them back to Europe fo
sell at higher prices. The Company did now have to fear
competition frony other English trading companles.

Mercantile 1raﬂﬁ‘1g companies in ihose days made profit
prinarily by ex¢luding competition, sb that they could
buy cheap and sell dear.

The royal charter. however, could not prevent other
European powers {rom entering the Eastern markets,
By the time the first English ships sailed down the
west coast of Africa, round the Cape of Good Hope, and
erossed the Indian Ogean, the Portuguese had already
established thely presence in the western coast of India,
and had thelr base In Goa. In fact. It was Vasco da
Gama, a Portuguese explorer, wha had discovered this
sea route tp India In 1498, By the early seventeenth
century, the Dutch too were exploring the possibliities

of trade In the Indlgn Ocean. Soon the French traders
_Erﬂv.'l!ﬂ!. om the scene.

The prablem was that all the companles were

Anterested in buying the same things. The fine qualitles
-of cottan and sillk produced In India had a big market

tn Europe. Pepper. cloves, cardamom and cinnamon
too were In great demand. Competition amongst the
European companies Inevitably pushed up the prices
al which these goods could be purchased, and this
reduced the profits that could be earmed. The only way
the trading companies could flourish was by eliminating
rivai competitors. The urge to secure markets, therefore,

led to flerce battles between the frading companies.

Through the seventeenth and elghteenth centuries they
regularly sank each other’s ships, blockaded routes,
and prevented rival ships from moving with suppilles of



doods; Trade was'carrled on with arms and (rading posts
were mrolecied throudh lortificatjon,

This eflort ko foriifv settlements and carry on' profiisble
frade glso led o lntense cordlet witly loeal ritlers: The
company thepafore found it difficolt io separate trade from
pollties. Let us see how Lhls happened.

East India Company begins trade in Bengal

'he fArst English factory was set up on the banks of
the river Hugll in 1651, This was the base from which
the Company's traders, known at that Ume 85 ~[aotors”,
opetriied, The lactory had a warshouss where goods for
sport were stored. and 1L had offices where Company
officlals sat. As trade expanded, the Company perstaded
merchants and traders to come and settle near the factory.
By 169G, it began building a fort around the seiflement.
Two vears later. it brilyed Mughal officials ino giving the
Company xamindar fights over thiree villages, One of these
was Kallkata, whilth latkr grew lhito thie city of Caloutta
or Kolkata as it is known today. It also persunded the
Mughal emperar Aurangzeb (o lssue a_farman granting
the Company Lhe right to trade duty free Farman — A roval edict.

The Company trled continuously to press [or arpyal order
more concessions and manipulate existing privileges.
Aurangzeh’s farman. for instance. had granted onlvaihe
Company the right o tmade duty free: Bur officlals of
the Company. who were cartving on privaie/frade on
the side, were expecied o pay duty. This they refused
Lo pay, causing an enormiivts liass of Fevenue for Bengs]
How- conld the Nawab of Dengal, Murshid Quli Khan,
not protest?

Fig. 3 — Lirstl' botrbs byririy tpsstds
Jrown sdups i Mocdnas, painded by
Willkerm Simgson., 1567
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Fig., 4 = Fober Clice

Puppet - Literally, a toy
that you can move with
strings, The term 8 used
disapprovingly to refer th
a persan who s controlled
by someane else.

Did you know?

Did you know how Plassay
got lts namaT Plassey Isan
analicised pronunciation
of Palashl and the place
derlved its name from the
palash tree Known far its
Beautiful red flowers that
yield gulal, the powder
used in the fesuval of Holi.

How trade led to battles

Through the early eightecnth century. the conflict betoeen
the Company and the nawabs ol Dengal Intensifled.
After the death of Aurangzeb, the Betigal nowabs
asserted thelr power and autonomy, as other reglonal
powers were doing at that time. Murshid Qull Khan
was followed by Alivard) Hhan pnd then Sirajuddaulsh
as the Nawab of Bengal. Each one of them was a strong
ruler. They refused to grant the Company concessions,
demanded large tribules [diy the Companys right ta
lrade. deitied I any right to mint colt=, and stépped |
froun extending (s fortiflcations. Accusing the Company
af decell, they claimed that the Company was depriving
the Bengal goveropment of huge amouais of revenue and
undermining the aunthority of the nawah. It was refusing
to pay taxes. wriling disrespectiul letters. and rving to
humliliate the nawab and his ollleials.

The Company nn its part declared that the unjusi
demands of the logal officials were Tuinng the trade of
the Company, and trade could Hourish only if the dudes
were removed. It wasalso convinesd that to' expand ifade,
it had to enlarde lfs settlements, buy up villages, and
rebulld s forts

The conflies led to conlronealions and Onally culinated
In the famous Battle of Plasssy,

The Battle of Plassey

When Alivardl Khan died in 1756, Sirajuddaulah became
the nawab of Bengal. The Company was worried about his
power and keen on a puppet ruler who would willingly
give trade concessions: and other privileges. So QU tried.

rivals become the nawab. An infuriated Sirajuddaulah
asked the Company to stop meddiing in the political
affalrs of his dominfon, stop fortification, and pay the
revenues. Affer negotiations falled. the Nawabh marched
with 30,000 seldiers to the English factory at Kassimbazar,
caplured the Comipany oflflcials, lodked the warehouse,
disarmed A1l Englishmen, nand bloclcaded English =ships,
Then he marched to Caloutta to establish control over the
Company's fort there.

On hearing the news dl Lthe [@ll of Caloutta,
Company officials in Madras senl forces under the
command of Robert Clive, reinforced by naval fleets.
Prolonged negottations with the Nawab followed. Finally,
in 1757, Robert Clive led the Companyv's army against
Strajuddaulah at Plassey. One of the main reasons for

Reset IRF4-25



Figp. 5 =The Gl
Lot Feoorm, Bast
friedlen Hobss
Lesarferihenll Strawsy
The Coun af
Propriedors of the
Enst Inlin Commany
nno- T meetings
i thie Bt india
Hrtize an Legdenhnl]
Street = Lemclort.
This is o picture nf
e o thetr meetings
in prostress

the defeat of the Nawab was that the forees led by Mir Jafar, ane
of Sirajuddankah’s commanders, never fought the battle, Clive had
mamaged o secure his support by promdsing o make him mawab after
crushing Sirajuddauataly.

The Battle of Plassey became [amousbecause i was the firs) major
vietory the Company won o India

Source 1

Flg. 8- Sraluslelanlah

The promise of riches

The territorial ambitionssof the mercanrile Eazt India
Company were viewed with ducrpse and dogbe in England.
After th= Battle of Plassev, Robert Clive wrom ta William

Pitt, one of the Princpal Secretarie: of Smte to the English
monarch, on 7 january 1752 from Calcura:

But 5o [arges 2 soveragnny may pos=itiy be an oizject 100

extensive fora mercantils Company - I flatter myself
.. 't there will be fuids o no difficuliy in obiaining
the ibm;u;: PocERm &f these-Tich kEngdopn! . Now

1 leave you © judgs, whether an income veariy of two
million sterimg wath the!pesscssidn of three provinces
- be aniobijecs desermug the puklic atiention . .
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After the defeat at Plassey. Sirzjuddaulah was
assassinated and Mir Jafar made the nawab, The Company
was still unwilling tn take over the responsibility of
administration. Its prime abjective was the expansion of
trade. I this could be done without conguest, through the
help of loeal rulers who were willing to grant privileges,
then tervitories need not be taken over directly.

Soon the Company discovered that this was rather
dlffleult. For even the puppet nawabs were not always
as helpiul as the Company wanted them 1o he. After ail,
they had to maimein a basie appearance of dignity and
sovereignty If they watiled reéspect fmom thelf subjectis.

What could the Company do? When Mir Jafar
protested, the Company deposed him and tnstalled Mir
Qasim in his place. When Mir Qasim complained, he in
turn was defeated In a battle fought at Buxar (1764],
driven out of Bengal. and Mir Jalar was reinstalled.
The Nawab had to pay Rs. 500,000 every month but
the Company wanted more monev (o fInance l1s wars,
antgd meet the demands of trade and'lisother expenses,
It wanted more ferritories and more revenue. By the
timie Mir Jafar died in 1765, the mood of the Company
had changed. lfaving [alled 'to wark with puppel
nawabs, Clive declared: "We must Indecd become
nawabs ourselves”,

Finally, 1n 1765 the Mughal emperor appointed the
Company as the Dlwan of the provinees of Bengal, The
Diwan! allowed the Company to use the vasl revenue
resources of Bengal. This solved a major problem that
the Comypany had eatler faced. From the early elghteenth
century. (1s trade with Indla had expanded. But i had
1o buy most of the goads in [ndia with gold and silver
liported [rom Dritain. This was because adt this Ume
Britaln had no goods ta sell In India. The oulflow of
#old from Hritain slowed after the Battle of Plassey, and
entirely stopped after the assumption of Diwani. Now
revenues from Indla could finance Company expenses,
These revenues eould be used to purchase cotton and
silk textiles In India. maimtain Company troops, and
meet the cost of bullding the Company forl and offices
Al Calouila,

Company officials become “nabobs” (nawabs)

What did It mean to be nawabs? It meant of course that
the Company acquired more power and authority. But it
also meant something else. Each company servani began
to have visions of living ke nawabs.

Fegret T4 25



After the Battle of Plassey. the actudl nawabhs of
Bengal were forced to give [and and vast sums of
money as personal gifis to Company officlals. Robert
Clive himsell amassed a lortune In Indla. He had eame
to Madras [now Chennal]l from England In 1743 at
the age of 18, When In 1767 he left Indla, his Indian
fortune was worth £40 1,102 interestingly, when he was
appointed Gavernor of Bengal in 1764, he was asked
to remove corruption lh Company administration bt
he was himself cross-examined [n 1772 by the Britsh
Parliament which was suspicious of his vast wealth,
Although he was acquitted. he committed sufclde
n 1774

However, not all Company officials succeeded In
making maney like Clive. Many died an carly death
i India due o disease and war, and 1 woudd not be
right to regard all of them as corrupt and dishonest.
Many of (hem came [rom hunmble backgrounds
and thelr upperthost desire was o darn enough In
India, refurn (o Britain and lead a comfloriable life.
Those who managed to return with wealth led flashy
Hves and faunted their riches. They were ealled
“nahpbs” — an anglicised version of the Indian word

nawab. They were afien seen as upstarts and social

climbers in Dritish society and were ridiculed or made
My ol i plays and cartoorns,

Company Rule Expands

If weanaglvse the process of annexation of Indlan states
by the East Indin Company ffom 1757 o 1857, certain
key aspects emerge. The Company rarely launched a
direct milltary attack on gn unkoown tertitory, Instead
it used a variety of political. economic and diplomaiic
methods to extend iis influence before annexing an
Indian kKingdoni.

After the Battle of Buxar (1764}, the Company
appointed Resldents In Indian stares. They were
palitical or commercial agents and their job was to serve
and lurthet the Interests of the Company. Through the
Residents, ithe Company officials began Interfering in
the internal affatrs of Indian states. They tried to decide
who was to be the successor to the throne, and who was
to be appointed in agdiministrative posts, Sometimes, the
Company forced the states into a “subsidiary alliance”.
Aveording to the terms of this alllance. Indian rulers
were nolt zllowed to have thelr Independent armed
farces, They were o be protectiéd by the Company, bul

Source 3

4

How did Clive
see himself?

T I

Imagine that you are-a
young Company offical
wha has been in India
for a few months. Write
& latter home o vour
mother twelling her about.
your lxunous fife and
-cantrastng it with your
garlier life in Britain.
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Fig. T — Nmuah Shyjmeddomubah
tf Avvelfy wdrhy bl sons and e
Hritialy Reside, pativaeed by Tily
Rt foil, 1782

Thie trestles thal followed 1he
Eaiile of Bixar foroed Nowab
Shivifaruddanlih (o give up much
il lile autherty, Heve, however
he poses in redil splendatr,
e over the Resnlem

Injunction -

Subservience —
Submissivensss

Instruction

Fig. 8 —Tipu Sulian
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had to pay for the “subsidiary lorces™ that the Company
was supposed to maintain for the purpose of this
protection. I the Indian rulers falled to make the payment,
then pant of thelr termitory was taken away as penaliy.
For example, when Richard Wellesley was Govérnor-
Getieral [1798-1805), the Nawab of Awadh was [ofoed
to give over hall of his territary to the Company in 1801,
as he falled to pav for the “subsidiary foroes™. Hyderabad
was also forced to eede territories on stmilar grounds

Source &

What power did the Resident haver

Thiz it what James Mill, the famous economist and
political philozepher from Scotland, wrote about the
residens appomted by dteﬂc—mpanv

We place a reudent, who really & King of the
Eouniry, whataver injunctions of non-interference
he may @a under A long a3 the prnce at= m
pnrfer.t subservience. and does what 1 agresable
c the residents, that s to the Bninsh Governmen:,
ttungr go.on guisily they are managed without the
resident appearing tnpch in the administration of
Hffates ... bgr whed anvthing of a different namure
I;appeus the moment the prince @kes A cours=
which thie British Government think wrong. then

comes clashing and dissurbahce.
Jema AR (1532)
UL SRR VLT, U T, T TP O, U

Tipu Sultan - The "Tiger of Mysore”

The Company resoried o direct- military confronfadon when
it saw a threat 1o its political or economic interests, This
can be lllustisated with the case of the southern lndiai state
ol Misove,

Mvsore had grown in sirength under the leadership
al poweriul rulers Uke Haldar All [ruled rom 1761 to
I'782) and his famaous son Tipy SuliEn |miled from | 782
to 17899). Mysore controlled the profitable trade of the
Malabar coast where the Company purchased pepper
andgd cardamom. In 1785, Tlpu Sullan stopped the export
of sandalwood, pepper and cardamom through the ports
af hils kingdom. and disallowed local merchants from
Ltading wilh the Conipany. He slso established a close

Fest Fogg-25



relationship wilhh the French In ndia. and modernised
his army-with their help.

The British were furious. They saw [Taidar and Tipu
as ambltloys, arrogant and dangerous — rulers who had
to Bie conlrelled and erushed, Four was were ipughl witl
Mysare (1767-69, 1780-84, [790-92 and [79Y). Only'in
the last - the Battle of Shirfrangapatnam — did the Company
uliimsately win a viciory. Tipu Sulisgnwas Killed defendins
his capital Shrirangapatnam. Mysare was placed under the
former ruling dynasty of the Wodevars and-a subsidiznv
alliarice was linposed ot the staitle.

Fig. 10 - Tima's e rige

This t5 the pleture 6f o B meelianilos] toy Qo T possesse
Yier1 enn see o tider mnuling & Eoropenn sofdier. Wien it horpdie
was tormesl. the tos tiger roared and the soldier shriciked. This

oy -tlger Is oy Hept in the Vietorka and Albert Mhuseum 1 Londdorn
The Brillsh fook i away when Tipo' Sulian died deferding bis
captinl Shrimnonpatmom coed May 17559,

Fig. 8 — Cornwallis recetnbing thie
sons of s Sudinn os Nosimess,

poiroed by LDembed e, § TG

The Company [iTces wire

defeated by Haddor All and “Tipu
Sulian in seversy eitiles. Bl in
1782, atincfomd by the combired
fogroes of the Mansthns, e Nizom
of Hyvderabad and the Company
TIpas waas Jifoedd to sien o ey

with the Hritleh by which two

o 1is =S were (TP WY
as hostoges. Hrivsh painters

alemivs Hked painting seenes Lhal

stived e trivmaph of
Britdsh power

The legend of Tipu

Kings are oftensurrdlinded
by legend and their powers
alarified through folklore.
Herels a legend zbout Tipu
Sultan who became the
ruler of Myzore in 1 782. it
is said that once he went
hunting in the forest with
a Fretich: friznd. There he
came face to face with a
tiger. His.gun did not wark
and his dagager fell 1o the
ground. He battled with
the tiger unarmed uritil he
managed 1o reach down
and pick up the dagger.
Finally, ke was able to ®ill
the tiger in the battle, Aftar
this, he came 1o be known
as the “Tiger af Mysore”, He
had the Image of the tiger
on his fiag.

FROMTRADETO TEREITORY
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. War with the Marathas

From the iate eighicenth century. the Company also
sought to curb and sventuslly destrov Maralha: pewer.
With thelr defeat In the Third Battle of Panigat In 1761,
the Marathas™ dream of ruling from Dellil was shattered.
They were divided Into many states under different chiefs
{sardars) belonging to dynasties such as Sindhia, Holkar,
Gallkkwad and Bhonsie. These chiefs were held tpgether
in a3 confederacy under a Peshwa [Frincipal Minister)
who became its elféctive milltary and administrathve Bead
bhased i Pune. Mahad|l Sindlita and Nana Phadils we'e
bwi famous Maratha soldiers and stalesmen of the late
elghterenth century.

Imagine that you

Have come acioss

tvuz old newspapers
reporting on the Battle
af Shrirangapatnam

and the death of Tipu
Suftan One is a British
papeEs end Ihesotharn 1z
from Myssore. Wrte the
Readline for sach of the

A0 NEVWSPSPErS,

The Marathas were subdued In @ series oflivars,
In the [lrsd war that ended In [ 782 with the Treaty of
Sathal, there was no clear victor. The Second Anglo-
Maratha War {1803-05) was fought on différent fronts,
resitiing in the British gafning Orissa and the terciiories
nporih of the Yamuna river incluoding: Agra and Delhi.
Finallv. the Maratha power camie [0 end with the Third
Anglo-Maraths War ol 1817=19. The Peshwa was
removed and sent away to Bithur near Kanpur with a
pension, The Company now had complete control over
the terrviories south of the Vingdhvas

Confederacy — Alllance

The claim to paramountcy

It s elear from thée above that from the early
niteteenth century, the Compatyy pursued @il aggressive
poelley of territorial expansion. Under Lord llasiings
(Governor-General from 1813 10 1823), a new polley of
"paramountey” was inltiated. Now the Company clalmed
that tts muthorlty was paramount or sypreme, hence (ts
power was greater than that of Indtan states. In arder
lo protect its Intérests, U was Justilied in annexing ar
Ihreatening to antiex any dlan Kingdom. This view
continued ro gulde Inter British polleles as well,

Fig. 11 - |owel Hostings

This process, however. did not go unchallenged. Far
example. when the Bridsh tried 1o annex Lhe small state
of Kitoor [in Barnutaka today], Ranl Channamma took
tn arms and led an anti-British resistance movement.,

- she was arrested in 1524 and dled in prison in 1829,
Fig. 12 -4 Stame of the Quesnigf But Ravanna. a poot chowkidar of Sangoll In Kitoor,
Kitoer { Keprmeaatriio) carried on the resistance. With popular support. he
destroved many Brilish camps and records. He was
caupht and hanged by the Britlsh I 1830, You will
read more aboul several cases ol reskatance later In
the boak.
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[11 the late 1830s, Lhe East India
Company became worried about Russla.
It imagined that Russia might expand
avrnss Asla and enter India from the
north-west. Driven by this fear, the British
now wanted o secure thelr conirol over
the north-west. They ought a prolonged
war with Afghanistan between 1838 anud
1842, and established indirect Company
ritle there, Sind was taken over In 1845,
Next in line was Punjab, But the presence _ ‘ =
of Maharaja Hanjit Singh held back the \

- ' ., .I

Company. Adter lis death (n 1834, owo
pralonged warswere fought with the Sikh
kingdom. Ultimately. In 1849, Punjab
was annexecd

‘\
i

—

The Doctrine of Lapse e AR
e Hoal wave nf anpexations ocolrred Nz :'
under Lord Dalhousie who was the
Governor-General from 1848 to 1856
He devised a polley that came Lo Bbe
known as the Doctrine of Lapse, The
doctrine declared that If an Indlan ruler
died withoul a male heir his Ringdom
wonrld “lapse”™. that Is. become @ pari
of Company territory. One kingdom
after another was-annexed simply by
applying this doctrine: Satars (1848], Fig. 13 — Molamja Reajl Sigh
Sambalpur [1850], Udalpur {1852), Nagpur [UI853) and  foiding oour

Jhans! [ 1854).

Firally, In 1866, the Company alsotaok over Awadl.
This time the British had an added argument — they said
thev were “obllged by duty™ to take over Awadh in order to
free the people from the “misgovernment” of the Nawab!
Enraged by the humilizung way In which the Nawab was
deposed. the peaple of Awadh |olned the great revolt that
broke out in 1857,

Imagine that you are a nawab’s nepheww and have been
broughit up thirking that you will ane day be king. Now
you find that this will not be alieywed by the Brmsh
because of the new Dactrne of Lapse. Whhat waill be:
your feslings? Whar will you plan 1o do 50 that you can
inherit the crown? '

Fig. 14 —Aporornett of Vi
Srarernirdim S
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Fig. 14 a, b, ¢ - Expanston of Hrish
ferriioran potve i inedin

Look at these maps along with a present-day
peilitieal map of Indlie In sich of these maps,
bry and identify the different part= of lndia
thal were nct mnder Britlsh il

Fig. 14 ¢ —=Indlinc 1857
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Setting up a New Administration

Warren Hastings (Governor-General fvoan 1775 1o 1755)
was pne of the many dmporiant fgures who plaved s
significant role in the expanston of Company power.
BBv hi=s time he Company had acguired power not only
in Bengal, bul alsa In Bombav and Madra=., Brilsh
lerritories were broadly divided Into administrative units
called Presidencies. There were three Presidencles: Hengal,
Madras and Bombay, Each was ruled by a Governor. The
supreme head of the administration was the Governor-
General. Warren Hastings, the flrst Governor-General,
Introduced se/eral administrative reflorms, notably in the
sphere of justice

From 1772 a new system of justice was established.
Each district was w have two courts — a criminal court
| faeidari aclalad) and & civil count |divant adalar ), Maulvis
and llindu pandil=s Inlerpreted Indian laws for the
European district collectors who presided over civil eourds
he ariminal courts were still under g gazi and a muftd
bt under the sypervision of the oollectors.

Qazi — A judge

Mufti - A furist of the
Muslim community
responsihle for
expounding the law
that the gozi woultd
administer

Impeachment - A frial
by the Honse of Lords
in England for charses
of miseonduct hrought
Aadgalnst a persandn the
Heonase of Commaons

Fig. 15 - Tlu= iried of Waenen Hostings painted by RG. Pollared, 1759

When Wormmn Hostings wvnit back o Epglond tn 1785, Edmund Burks pocised him

it Uil peersimmdly sesponsible foe the nusgoveramerst ol Beawal This Jisd 1o an

impeachment procesding in the Britich Porllomerit Lt losted seyen yeors

FROM TRADETO
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Souree &

)
1 "I lmpeach the
‘common enemy and

oppressor of all.”

E&mﬂimﬁ‘m
ﬁhﬁlﬂdﬂm&t‘iﬂﬁ%ﬂl

opening spesch during
rj:E ﬂﬂpeithment uf

é
|
|
!

Dharmashastras —
Sanskrit texis prescribing
social rules and rodes

of belaviour. compased
from c. 500 s anwaids

Satvar— Meiy ah Birses
Musket - A heayy gun
usexd by Infantry soldiers
Matchlock — An early
type of gun it which the

powder was ignited by &
mateh
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A major prablem was that the Brahman pandits gave
different Interpreiations of local laws based on different
schools of the dharmashastra. To bring about untformiy,
in 1775 eleven pandits were asked to compile a digest
of Hindu laws. N.HB. Hathed translated this digest into
English. By 1778. a code of Muslim laws was also complled
for the benellt of Evropean [Lddes. Under the Regulating
Act of 1773, a tiew Supreime Court was ¢stablished, while
s court of appeal - the Sadar Nlzamat Adalat — was also
set up at Caleutta.

The principal Ngure it an Indian district was the
Collectar, As the title suggests. his main job was o callect
revenue and taxes and malntain law and order in his
district with the help of judges, police officers and darogas.
tlis office — the Collectorate — becaane the new cenfre of
power and patronage that steadily replaced previous
halders of authority.

The Company army

Colonial rule in Indla brought in some new ldeas of
administration and reform but lts power rested on Its
military sirength. The Mughal army was mainly composed
of vavalty (sawars: trained soldiers on horseback] and
mfanuy. that is, paidal (foot] soldiers: They were given
training 11 archery |teer-andazi) and the use of the sword.
The cavalry dominaied the armv and the Miughal state
did not feed the need to have a lavge professinnally trained
Infantry. The nual areas had a large number of armed
peasanis and the local zamindars often supplied the
Mughals with poidal soldiers.

A change occurred in the élghteenth century when
Mugha! sudvessor states like Awadh and Banaras started
recriiting peasants Intn thelr armles and training them
as professional soldiers. The East ndia Company adopted
the same micthod when it began recrultrnent for (ts own
armmy, which came ta be known as the sepov army (from
the Indian ward sipahl. meaning soldier}.

As warfare technology changed from the 1820s. the
cavalry requirements of the Company's army deéclined.
This 5 because the Britsh emplre was fighting in
Burma, Alghanistan and Egvpt where soldiers were
armed with muskets and matchlocks. The soldiers of
the Company’s army had to keep pace with changing
military requirements -and lis Infantry regimenis now
became more important.

In the early nineteenth century, the British began
to develop a uniform military coliure. Soldlers were
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Fig. 16 —A sawnax of Bonged i the
srredor opf dhe Commganyy, peltied
B} an unkmnien fneflan sy, 1750

aAfter the hattles with this
Marathes and the Mysore
rilers: e Company reallsét] e
mponance of strengthening is
cirvlry foree

Inereasingly subjected to European-style training, drill
and discipline that regulated their e far more than
before. Often this created problems since caste and
conununity feclings were gnored tn butlding a force
of professional saldlers. Could individuals sa easily
give up their caste and religious [eelings? Could they
see themselves only as soldiers and not as members
af communiiies?

What did the sepovs feel? [Mow did they react toithe
chatiges In thelr lives and their lderititvy — that |s. thelr
sense of who they were? The Revolt of 1857 dives us a
glimpse Into the world of the sepoys. You will read about
this revolt in Chapier 5.

Conclusion

Thus the East India Company was transformed from a
trading company to atersitorial eolonial power. The arrivai
of new steam techinalogy i the enrlv tineteenth contury
also gided this provess, T then it would =ke anvwhere
between six and sight months to (ravel to lndia by sea.
Steamships reduced the [ourney tme to three weeks
enaliling more Britishers and thelr families to come to a
tar-off countrny ke India.

By 1857, the Campany came o exercise direot rule
over about 63 per cent of the terrllory and 78 per cent
of the population of the Indlan subcontinent. Combined
with s lndirect Influence on the remalning territony anmd
population of the country. the East India Company had
virtnally the whole ol Indlis undet'. Its cotitial,

FEOM TRADE 70 TEERITORY 23

Ressl 2425



 Lotrimagins

‘ 1. Maich the llowing:
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You are lving in
England in the lale
elghteenth or carly
nineteenth century.
How would you have
reacted o the stores

‘of British conguests?

Remember that vou

aboul the Immense
lortunes (hat many
6f the officials were
making.

Biwani Tipu Sultan

“Tiger of Mysore™ rght Lo colleet land reventie
faujdari adalal Sepoty

Rani Channamma eriminal courl

sipahi [ed an anti-British

movement in Kitoor

. Fill ini the blanks:

{a) The Britsh mnquﬁ-l. of Btngal bugun with Lhe
Battle of

b Haddar a;p tnd Tigna- surmg \lﬂ;ﬂ! e rulers of

el Dtulmmiie ‘Impimﬂénusﬂ Lhe Dovirine of

=

ll:l] Mnmﬂm kingdnm_& wvere focated mainty i the
pﬂrl;nl' Lriella,

: Ql.al: whe,ther l;me or [alse:

{a) The Mﬁghal empire became stronger in Lthe
ﬁﬁltﬁtﬂth century.

(b] The English East India Company was Lhe only
- Eurnpean company Lhal traded with India,

Mﬂjmrajd Ranil Singh was Lhe ruler of Punjab,

(d] The British did not mtroduce administrative

changes in the territories: they comguered.

4. Whal attracted European trading companies Lo
fctia®?

5. What were he areas of conflicl between (he
Bengn! nawabs-and the East India Company?
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6. How did whe assumption af Divanl benefll Lhe
Easl India Company?

7. Explain the system n'll"suhsidmr:,' allianee”™.

8. In what wiy was the administration of the
Company different from that of Tndian malers?

9. Describe (he changes that vecurred in the
composition of the Company's army.

10. Afller Lhe Britlsh conguest of Bengal, Caleulla
grew from small village Lo a big city. Find oul g
sbout the culture, architecture and the Hie of Y J/
Earopeans and Indians of the city dunng the &%
colonial period,

11. Collect piciures, stories, poems and lnl'urmauun 1,
ahoul any of the [ollowing - the Rani ofdhansi,
Mehudfi Sindbia, Haldar All, Maharata Ramjlt =
Singh, Lurd Dalhousie or any ﬂlhﬂ?ibﬂﬂlﬂtﬂ]lﬂ"dl}’ X
ruler of your region.
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